
Please Note: Webinar notices and upcoming conferences are provided for informational purposes only.  Neither the Southeast Louisiana Clean 
Fuel Partnership nor the Regional Planning Commission is responsible for the information presented in the announcements, webinars, or 
conferences themselves.  Please contact hosts for additional information on specific  presentations. 
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SLCFP’s Alternative Fuel Mechanic Training Series Wraps Up 
with Propane and Natural Gas Vehicle Workshops: Hosted by 

the Southeast Louisiana Clean Fuel Partnership in coordination with 

the National Alternative Fuels Training Consortium and the Dallas-
Fort Worth Clean Cities, the Alternative Fuel Mechanic Training 
Workshop Series addressed the critical need for mechanics trained 

to work on alternative fuel vehicles .  Read More  
 
Clean Fleet Leader Spotlight: Mike Britt, UPS Director of 
Maintenance & Engineering for International Operations, 
Speaks at RPC: Mike Britt presented at the Regional Planning 

Commission’s February meeting on UPS’s current operation of one 

of the largest private alternative fuel fleets in the industry and their 

pathway to reduce vehicle emissions .  Read More 

 
Transitioning to Biodiesel: Information and Resources: 
Biodiesel is a renewable, biodegradable fuel manufactured 

domestically from vegetable oils, animal fats, or recycled restaurant 
grease. Learn more about how your fleet can incorporate biodiesel 
into your diesel operations. Read More  
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Upcoming Events 
Cl ick Here for Upcoming Webinars  
 

 
NAFA 2017 Institute and 

Expo 
April 25-28, 2017 

Tampa, FL 
www.nafa insti tute.org  

 
Advanced Clean 

Transportation (ACT) 
Expo 2017 

May 1-5, 2017 
Long Beach, CA 
www.actexpo.com  

 
EV Roadmap 10 

June 20, 2017 
Portland, OR 

https ://evroadmapconference.com  

 
Assoc. for Commuter 

Transportation International 
Conference 

July 30-August 2, 2017 
New Orleans, LA 
http://actweb.org  

 
NASEO 2017 Annual Meeting 

Sept. 17-20, 2017 
New Orleans, LA 

 

 
 

New Clean Cities 

Resources Available! 
 
 

 

As the State’s Lead Agency for the Volkswagen (VW) Settlement, the Louisiana 
Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ) provided an update of the funding 
allocation at the New Orleans Clean Air Coalition Meeting on March 15, 2017.  
 

Summary: VW Settlement Update from the New Orleans Clean Air Coalition 
Meeting 3-15-2017 
 

Eligible Projects under the Settlement: Eligible Mitigation Actions and Mitigation 
Action Expenditures 
 
 

 
 

Volkswagen Settlement Funding Update 

According to the settlement, Louisiana will receive 
approximately $18 million for eligible projects that reduce 
diesel emissions. Interested in proposing a project? Submit 
a Project Proposal to LDEQ both in hard copy and electronic 
format. Please see the Summary handout for what to 
include in the letter and contact information.   

http://www.cleanfuelpartnership.org/
mailto:slcfp@norpc.org
http://cleanfuelpartnership.org/
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/upcoming-webinars.html
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/upcoming-webinars.html
http://www.nafainstitute.org/
http://www.actexpo.com/
https://evroadmapconference.com/
http://actweb.org/
http://www.naseo.org/event?EventID=1421
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/4/8/14487114/vw_settlement_update_3-15-2017.pdf
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/4/8/14487114/vw_settlement_update_3-15-2017.pdf
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/4/8/14487114/eligible_vw_settlement_mitigation_actions_and_mitigation_action_expenditures.pdf
http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/uploads/1/4/4/8/14487114/eligible_vw_settlement_mitigation_actions_and_mitigation_action_expenditures.pdf
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SLCFP’s Alternative Fuel Mechanic Training Series Wraps Up with Propane and 
Natural Gas Vehicle Workshops 

 
Hosted by the Southeast Louisiana Clean Fuel 
Partnership in coordination with the National 
Alternative Fuels Training Consortium (NAFTC), 
and the Dallas-Fort Worth Clean Cities, the 
Alternative Fuel Mechanic Training Workshop 
Series addressed the critical need for 
mechanics trained to work on alternative fuel 
vehicles (AFVs). Wrapping up the series in 
February, NAFTC expert Mark Schmidt led two, 
3-day workshops teaching local vehicle 
technicians key information about servicing and 
maintaining propane and natural gas vehicles.   

 
Participating technicians learned how propane and natural gas vehicles operate differently from 
conventionally-fueled vehicles by gaining hands-on experience with many different AFVs including a 
propane F-350 provided by ICOM North America, a CNG Honda Civic provided by Entergy, a dedicated 
CNG Honda and dual-fuel F-250 provided by Atmos Energy, and a CNG shuttle provided by Park ‘N Fly.  
Participants agreed that being able to work directly with the vehicles provided incredible value during the 
training sessions. 
 
The series was funded by the U.S. Department of Energy’s Alternative Fuel Vehicle Deployment Initiatives 
through Dallas-Fort Worth’s “Filling Critical Gaps through Innovative Cradle-to-Grave Training” program 
which helped address critical training needs in a 4-state area in the South Central U.S. Many thanks to our 
sponsors for the Mechanic Training Workshop Series, the Propane Education Research Council (PERC) and 
Alliance Autogas, and to the City of Kenner for providing the training space! We appreciate their support 
of our efforts to address this barrier to clean transportation! 
 
Additional information and photographs from the workshops can be found on Clean Fuel Partnership’s 
Events page: http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/events.html .  
 

Thank you to our 
sponsors for this 
training series:   

NGV workshop participants with NAFTC Instructor Mark Schmidt  

Standing under Park n’ Fly’s CNG shuttle in Kenner‘s Maintenance Facility  (left); Reactwell, LLC’s CNG 
dispenser (middle); Performing engine diagnostics on ICOM’s propane F-350 (right) 

Photos by Mark Schmidt 

Supporter Level: 

Sponsor Level:   

http://cleanfuelpartnership.weebly.com/events.html
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Clean Fleet Leader Spotlight: Mike Britt, UPS Director of Maintenance and 
Engineering for International Operations, Speaks at RPC 

 
UPS Director of Maintenance and Engineering, Mike 
Britt, presented at the Regional Planning 
Commission’s (RPC’s) February Commission meeting 
on UPS’s current operation of one of the largest 
private alternative fuel fleets in the industry and 
their pathway to reduce vehicle emissions. With a 
total of 8,116 AFVs and growing, UPS’s advanced 
fleet includes hybrid electric, all-electric (including e-
bicycles), propane, biomethane, composite body 
diesel, compressed natural gas, liquefied natural gas, 
ethanol, and hydraulic hybrid vehicles.  
 
In 2016, UPS achieved its goal of driving 1 billion 
miles in its alternative fuel and advanced technology 
fleet one year earlier than planned and completed 
more than 10 years of learning from its “Rolling 
Laboratory” for alternative fuels development and deployment. The criteria UPS uses to adopt and deploy 
alternative fuel technologies include: 1) it’s safe, 2) it must have a reliable fueling infrastructure, 3) the 
supply of vehicles and parts must be predictable, 4) there is a measurable improvement in emissions, fuel 
savings and/or environmental benefit and 5) it must be economically viable in terms of initial purchase 
price, maintenance costs and reliability and also adapt to their fleet use characteristics.   

 
Within the RPC’s 8-parish Region in 2016, 
UPS saved over 930,000 gallons of 
gasoline equivalent (GGE) and reduced 
over 1,200 tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions through the operation of 465 
delivery trucks and tractors in the region 
fueled by   propane, CNG, and renewable 
diesel.  
 
Another example of UPS’s innovation is 
their recent humanitarian aid project with 
Gavi (the Vaccine Alliance) and robotics 
company Zipline to use drone technology 
to deliver vaccines and other medical 
products to extreme remote areas in 
Rwanda. Using UPS aircraft to ship the 

drones and supplies overseas, UPS hopes to build a working model to expand the drone delivery network 
around the world. To learn more, watch “Delivering Drones to Rwanda” on UPS’s YouTube Channel: 
(https://youtu.be/CRdSKY6aylU). UPS also recently announced it successfully tested a drone launched 
from the top of a delivery truck. Using drones to make deliveries in conjunction with package cars could 
bolster efficiency in their network by reducing the number of miles driven. For more on UPS’s clean 
transportation initiatives, visit their Fuels & Fleets page on their website under Environmental 
Responsibility: https://sustainability.ups.com/committed-to-more/fuels-and-fleets.    
 

RPC Executive Director Walter Brooks, UPS’s Mike Britt, and 
Clean Fuel Partnership’s Rebecca Otte and Courtney Young 

https://youtu.be/CRdSKY6aylU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xx9_6OyjJrQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xx9_6OyjJrQ
https://sustainability.ups.com/committed-to-more/fuels-and-fleets
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Transitioning to Biodiesel: Information and Resources  

Biodiesel is a renewable, biodegradable fuel manufactured domestically 
from vegetable oils, animal fats, or recycled restaurant grease. It is a cleaner-
burning replacement for petroleum diesel fuel.  Biodiesel is a liquid fuel often 
referred to as B100 in its pure, unblended form. Like petroleum diesel, 
biodiesel is used to fuel compression-ignition engines. Biodiesel can be blended and used in many 
different concentrations. The most common are: B20 (6% to 20% biodiesel blended with petroleum 
diesel), B5 (5% biodiesel, 95% petroleum diesel) and B2 (2% biodiesel, 98% petroleum diesel). B100 (pure 
biodiesel) is typically used as a blend stock to produce B5 and B20 and rarely used as a transportation fuel.  

Low-Level Blends: ASTM International develops specifications for a wide variety of products, including 
conventional diesel fuel (ASTM D975). This specification allows for biodiesel concentrations of up to 5% 
(B5) to be called diesel fuel, with no separate labeling required at the pump. Low-level biodiesel blends, 
such as B5 are ASTM approved for safe operation in any compression-ignition engine designed to be 
operated on petroleum diesel. This can include light-duty and heavy-duty diesel cars and trucks, tractors, 
boats, and electrical generators. 

B20: B20 is a common biodiesel blend in the United States. B20 is popular because it represents a good 
balance of cost, emissions, cold-weather performance, materials compatibility, and ability to act as a 
solvent. Most biodiesel users purchase B20 or lower blends from their normal fuel distributors or from 
biodiesel marketers. Regulated fleets that use biodiesel blends of 20% (B20) or higher qualify for biodiesel 
fuel use credits under the Energy Policy Act of 1992. B20 must meet prescribed quality standards as 
specified by ASTM D7467.  

B20 and lower-level blends generally do not 
require engine modifications. Engines 
operating on B20 have similar fuel 
consumption, horsepower, and torque to 
engines running on petroleum diesel. B20 with 
20% biodiesel content will have 1% to 2% less 
energy per gallon than petroleum diesel but 
most B20 users report no noticeable difference 
in performance or fuel economy. Biodiesel has 
some emissions benefits, especially for engines 
manufactured before 2010. For engines 
equipped with selective catalytic reduction 

(SCR) systems, the air quality benefits are the same whether running on biodiesel or petroleum diesel. 
However, biodiesel still offers better greenhouse gas (GHG) benefits compared to conventional diesel fuel. 
The emissions benefit is roughly commensurate with the blend level; that is, B20 would have 20% of the 
GHG reduction benefit of B100. Users should always consult their vehicle and engine warranty statements 
before using biodiesel. 

B100 and High-Level Blends: B100 and other high-level biodiesel blends are less common than B20 and 
lower blends due to a lack of regulatory incentives and pricing. B100 can be used in some engines built 
since 1994 with biodiesel-compatible material for certain parts, such as hoses and gaskets. B100 has a 
solvent effect, and it can clean a vehicle's fuel system and release deposits accumulated from petroleum 
diesel use. The release of these deposits may initially clog filters and require frequent filter replacement 
in the first few tanks of high-level blends. When using high-level blends, a number of issues should be 
considered. The higher the percentage of biodiesel above 20%, the lower the energy content per gallon. 
High-level biodiesel blends can also impact engine warranties, gel in cold temperatures, and may present 
unique storage issues. B100 use could also increase nitrogen oxides emissions, although it greatly reduces 

Photo by: biodiesel.org 

 

https://www.astm.org/
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other toxic emissions. B100 requires special handling and may require equipment modifications. To avoid 
engine operational problems, B100 must meet the requirements of ASTM D6751, Standard Specification 
for Biodiesel Fuel (B100) Blend Stock for Distillate Fuels. ASTM Specification D6751 now includes a No.1-
B and a No.2-B grade. The No.1-B grade has stricter limits on monoglycerides and filterability than the 
No.2-B grade. The No.1-B grade is a special purpose biodiesel grade for use in applications where low 
temperature operability is needed. 

Educational Resources 

The following AFDC resources provide additional educational information about biodiesel: 
 Biodiesel Fuel Basics (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_basics.html)  

 Provides background information about biodiesel fuel and its physical characteristics. 
 Biodiesel Blends (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_blends.html)  

 Details the different types of biodiesel fuel and their relative performance when used in 
vehicles. 

 Biodiesel Production and Distribution (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_production.html)  
 Includes detailed information regarding biodiesel feedstocks and the process for producing 

biodiesel fuel.  
 Biodiesel Benefits and Considerations (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_benefits.html)    

 Discusses the considerations associated with the use of biodiesel fuel.  Some benefits 
include air quality improvements, energy security, and engine performance. 

 Compare features of biodiesel and diesel vehicles on the AFDC at 
www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/how-do-biodiesel-cars-work. 

 

 
 

For information about biodiesel fueling infrastructure and installation, refer to the AFDC Biodiesel 

Infrastructure page (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_infrastructure.html) for detailed guidance on: 

 Biodiesel equipment options (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_equip_options.html ) 

 Equipment installation (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_installing_equip.html ) 

 Safety codes and standards (www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_codes.html)   
 

In addition, US DOE’s Office of Energy, Efficiency, and Renewable Energy (EERE) Biodiesel Handling and 
Use Guide (www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/biodiesel_handling_use_guide.pdf), featured on 
the following page, provides additional detail on fueling infrastructure and handling.  
 

Information provided by: Clean Cities Technical Response Service Team 

technicalresponse@icf.com / (800) 254-6735  

http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_basics.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_blends.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_production.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_benefits.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/vehicles/how-do-biodiesel-cars-work
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_infrastructure.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_equip_options.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_installing_equip.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/fuels/biodiesel_codes.html
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/uploads/publication/biodiesel_handling_use_guide.pdf
mailto:technicalresponse@icf.com
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New Clean Cities Resources Available! 
 

Joseph Didier Martinez Environmental Achievement Awards 

The Louisiana Section of the Air and Waste Management Association 
(AWMA) is accepting applications for the 2017 Joseph Didier Martinez 
Environmental Achievement Awards which recognize outstanding 
achievements by companies and individuals in the fields of air pollution 
control, waste management, remediation, waste water treatment, and 
pollutant monitoring. An award winner will be chosen for each of four 
categories: 1) Industry 2) Municipalities/parishes 3) Universities/colleges and 4) Small businesses (less 
than 500 employees for manufacturing company, less than $7.5 million in average annual revenue for 
nonmanufacturing company). Past recipients include Hollywood Trucks for their Ecoluxe Fleet of 
environmentally friendly trailers. Contact: Questions and submittal packages can be emailed to Michael 
Waguespack at Michael.Waguespack@wsnelson.com. Submissions are due August 15, 2017.  

 
Natural Gas »» A Clean, Safe and Smart Choice for the Waste and 

Recycling Industry 

Natural gas as a vehicle fuel is an increasingly common choice of refuse 
companies and local governments including our local Progressive waste 
and Metro Disposal refuse fleets. Because of the lower operating costs and 
reduced environmental impact of natural gas vehicles, more than 50% of 
new refuse trucks placed into service are fueled by natural gas. The Solid 
Waste Association of North America (SWANA) and NGVAmerica have 
developed a document to provide basic knowledge about natural gas 
vehicles, highlight some of the safety parameters that the natural gas 
systems and components must endure, and make recommendations for 
proper maintenance and operation of these vehicles.  

 
Light-Duty Automotive Technology, Carbon Dioxide Emissions, and 

Fuel Economy Trends: 1975 Through 2016 
 
The data supporting this report were obtained by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) directly from automobile 
manufacturers in support of EPA’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and 
the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration (NHTSA) Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) 
programs. This report is published annually to summarize trends in 
EPA’s best estimate of real world tailpipe carbon dioxide (CO2) 
emissions and fuel economy, and associated technologies. The Trends 
database has been maintained by EPA since 1975, and is the most 
comprehensive of its kind. To view the reports Executive Summary 
Highlights, please visit: www.epa.gov/fueleconomy/trends-report.  
 

 
The Southeast Louisiana Clean Fuel Partnership  is part of a  network of almost 100 US Department of Energy-

des ignated Clean Ci ties Coalitions nationwide. We provide education, technical assistance, funding information 
and other services to assist vehicle fleet managers and personnel incorporate cleaner transportation options into 
their operations. For additional information on cleaner transportation options, please visit the U.S. Department of 
Energy's  Al ternative Fuels  Data  Center and Clean Ci ties  webs i tes .  

http://la-awma.org/awards
http://la-awma.org/
http://la-awma.org/
http://la-awma.org/awards
http://la-awma.org/awards
mailto:Michael.Waguespack@wsnelson.com
http://www.ngvamerica.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Natural-Gas-A-Clean-Safe-and-Smart-Choice-for-the-Waste-Recycling-Industry.pdf
http://www.ngvamerica.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Natural-Gas-A-Clean-Safe-and-Smart-Choice-for-the-Waste-Recycling-Industry.pdf
http://www.ngvamerica.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Natural-Gas-A-Clean-Safe-and-Smart-Choice-for-the-Waste-Recycling-Industry.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/fueleconomy/trends-report
https://www.epa.gov/fueleconomy/trends-report
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/fueleconomy/trends-report
http://cleanfuelpartnership.org/
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/index.html
http://www1.eere.energy.gov/cleancities/index.html

